In thf. Claims: r-io;™^ o 

^;^X through 1 1 are currently pending in this application. Please amend Claims 2 

through 11, as follows: 

, (Original) A file sharing m«hod for sharing a file stored in a storage system that is 
connected to a firs, host computer, which uses a first operating system for managmg 
stored-location information of a file using a first format, and that is connected to a 
second host computer, which uses a second operating system for mar^^ng 
stored-locadon information of the file using a second forma, different 4om sa,d firs, 
format, said file sharing method being used for reading the file, of whtch 
stored-location infonna«on is managed by said firs, format, ftom said second host 

computer, 

said method comprises the steps of: 

converting the stored-location information of said file in said first format mto 
stored-location information in said second format; and ^ 
reading said file on the basis of the stored-location information in said second 

format. 

2 (CurrentlyAmended)Tte[[A]]filesharingme*odaccording«>Clai,nl.whe^: 
■ said firs. opera.ing system manages a stored location of a file on the basts of a block 
having a first fixed length; . 

said second operating system manages a stor^ location of a file on tite has. 
of a block having a second fixed length titat is different ftom said firs, fixed length; 

said conversion s,ep converts the stored-location information of said file m fte 
to. fonnat into stored-location infonnation in said second format on the basis of a 
of a da,a lengd, of said firs, fixed length to a data len^h of said second fixed 
length. 

3 (Cu,r«.tly Amended) Tte l[A]] file sharing metttod according to Claim 1. wherein: 
■ L stored-location information in said seco«i fonna, which has been converted by 
said conversion step, is stored in a cache area in said storage sys,«n. 



15 



(Currently Amended) A storage system that is connected to a first host computer, 
which uses a first operating system for managing stored-location information of a file 
using a first format, and that is connected to a second host computer, which uses a 
second operating system for managing stored-location information of the file using a 
second format different fi"om said first fomiat, said storage system comprising: 
a plurality of disk drives for storing data therein; and 

a disk controller comprising an interface for connecting to said first host 
computer and said second host computer, and an interface for connecting to said 
plurality of disk drives; 

wherein: 

said disk controller comprises: 

a means for holding stored-location information of a file, which is stored in 
any one of said plurality of disk drives, in said second format, said stored-location 
information of the file of the second format being corresponding to the stored-location 
information of the file in said first format; and 

a means for reading said file on the basis of the stored-location information in 
said second format when an access request to access said file is issued fi-om said 
second host computer. 

(Currently Amended) The [[A]] storage system according to Claim 4, wherein: 

said disk controller comprises a means for converting the stored-location 
information of said file in said first format into stored-location information in said 
second format, in response to a ratio of a data length of a first fixed-length block, 
which is used when said first operating system manages the stored location of said 
file, to a data length of a second fixed-length bloc k, which is used when said second 
operating system manages the stored location of the file. 

(Currently Amended) The [[A]] storage system according to Claim 4, wherein: 

the stored-location information in said second format corresponding to the 
stored-location information in said first format of said file is held by any one of said 
plurality of disk drives instead of the disk controller. 
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(Currently Amended) Ihe H A)] storage systetn according to Clata 6. wheretn: 
a [[the]] flrst disk drive and a [[the]] second disk drive af »>«g- 
"said plurality of disk drives hold the stored-locatton infonnation of satd file .n 

^d first fonmt. and its corresponding stored-location information in said second 

format respectively; and 

both of said first disk drive and said second disk drive hold satd file. 

(Currently Amended) ffie [[A]) storage system according to Claim 7, wherein: 

said disk controller accesses said firs, d^ drive when an access request to 

access said file is issued flx>m said furst host cfimBUter; and 

said disk controller accesses said second m drive when an access request to 

access said file is issued Som said second host somEaJS- 

, (Currently Amended) ffie [[A]] storage system according to Claim 4. wherein: 

said m controller comprises a meat-s for exclusive control of an access 
request irom said second host computer when the access request to access satd ae 
ftl said second host computer conflicts with an access request to access sard file 

from said first host computer. 

,0 (Currently Amended) A storage system that is connoted to a first host compu« 
lchus:safirstoperatingsystemformanagingstored.ocafioninformaho^^^^^^^ 

^ a first format, and that is connected to a second host computer, wluch uses 
LoL operating system for managing stored-.oca.ion information of tire file usmg a 
second forma, different ftom said first format, said storage system compnsmg: 
a plurality of disk drives for storing data therein; and 

a disk contioller comprising an in.erface for connecting to said firs. hos. 
compu.er «td said second hos. compu». and an in.erface for connecting u> satd 

plurality of disk drives; 

wherein: ^ ■ i i i v , 

said disk controller mirrors a file, which is stored in any one of satd plural.ty 

of disk drives and is managed under said first operating system, in anotirer dtsk dnve 

of aaieftg said plvirality of disk drives; 



17 



said disk controller converts the stored-location information of said file in said 
first format into its corresponding stored-location information in said second format to 
write the corresponding stored-location information into said another disk drive; and 
said disk controller reads said file fi-om said another disk drive when an access request 
to access said file is issued firom said second host computer. 

(Currently Amended) The [[A]] storage system according to Claim 10, wherein: 

said disk controller converts the stored-location information of said file in said 
first format into stored-location information in said second format, according m 
r e spons e to a ratio of a data length of a first fixed-length block, which is used when 
said first operating system manages the stored location of the file, to a data length of a 
second fixed-length bloc k, which is used when said second operating system manages 
the stored location of the file. 
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